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“A few pupils make beneficial contributions to aspects of 

decision-making. The school council ‘Llais Cyfle’ has impacted 

positively on a range of decisions such as improvements to 

the learning environment, improved wifi access and the design 

of the logo for the new school badge. Pupils have contributed 

well to the development of school policies but they have not 

had enough input to the development of teaching and 

learning. The school council does not communicate effectively 

enough with other pupils. As a result, a minority of pupils are 

unsure about the impact of the school council.” 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for Education and 

Training in Wales 

“A report on Newtown High School” - May 2015 
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Overview  

This past year has been a brilliant 

example of what the School Council 

can do for all students of Newtown 

High School.  

In this session, the Council has made 

real steps to ensure that all students 

can exercise their voice in 

accordance with the Rights of 

Children and Young Persons (Wales) 

Measure 2011 and other legislation. 

The changes to suggestions have been instrumental in allowing for this target to be met. 

The Student Council has worked hard to resolve the areas that ESTYN had expressed a 

concern for in relation to student voice. 

The changes to the School Council in the Assembly and Governance Measure 2016 will 

make a positive impact on the way in which the school listens to the voices of students. The 

new financial powers they are obtaining will make a massive difference to the delivery of 

ideas and policies to all students. 

 

Members of the School Council for 2015-2016 

Adam Jones Lucy Murton Sol Gardiner-Wade 

Lucy Hughes Jack Bright Zoe Marston 

Alice Butler Danielle Chaney Marcus Pearce 

Ellen Jones Ryan Parry Hannah Owen 

Max Smith Sophie-Mae Davies Jac Evans 

Lowri Francis Jack Hoyle Issy John 

Logan Rickets Nia Rowlands Lawrence Smith 

Hannah Bright Ethan Tait Bethany Phillips 

Joby Lloyd Thea Costgrove  
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Information relating to the work carried out by the Council since the last election 

The School Council has, in this term carried out some fundamental and substantive 

changes to the way it works and represents students. In September 2015, the new Llais 

Cyfle Constitution was published to bring about a static change to the proceedings of the 

School Council. The Constitution has helped embed the Council into school life and extend 

its presence into decisions taken by the school. 

The School Council has used its legislative powers at 4 different intervals throughout the 

year to make changes to the way it works, the school works and secure implementation of 

ideas. The first Measure to be approved by the Council was the Student Council (Badges) 

Measure 2015, which allowed for money to be paid out of the school for the purchase of 

badges for the members of the Council. 

The School Council then set about approving and debating changes to the pages on 

Dashboard in which it relates to, by improving their web presence the Council has reached 

more and more students, something that was highlighted by ESTYN as an area which 

required improvement. The Council has also approved the PIR (Post Inspection Review) to 

ensure the areas highlighted by ESTYN would be addressed in various different ways as 

indicated by the Council. 

The School Council and Llais Cyfle pupils have taken part in outside reviews, such as the 

Pupils2Parliament scheme by Dr Roger Morgan OBE and have contributed to 5 reports 

which have been sent to the UK Parliament and National Assembly for Wales. 

The School Council also has contributed to the development and implementation of Cyfle 

Coins by giving its formal approval through the Cyfle Coins (Approval) Measure 2016 and 

debates relating to how it should work for all students. These debates were key in the 

school formulating the final ideas relating to Cyfle Coins. 

The School Council has also discussed the possibility of Zipped Hoodies being introduced 

as uniform and has voted on this topic. 

The School Council has also undertaken a major review of the way suggestions are given by 

all students and acted upon. The brand new Suggestion and Involvement Measure 2016 

has set out a framework for the way that suggestions can be heard by the Council and how 

students go about giving positive ideas. In the time since it launched there has been over 

20 suggestions which have been discussed and debated by the Council. 

The School Council has also taken the most major change to its composure since the 

Constitution with the passage of the Assembly and Governance Measure 2016. This change 

has brought about the new Student Assembly, a representative democratic body and a new 

leadership body, the Cabinet of the Assembly. The Student Assembly when it meets in 

September will have new financial and levy powers to create a more responsible body. 

We are also pleased to recognise that the PIAP/PIR achievements have been mostly met in 

this term and the ones which were not will be carried forward to next year.  
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Statistics relating to student involvement and engagement since the last election 

306 
Suggestions 

Submitted 

10,906 
Individual votes on 

suggestions 

23,451 
Page requests to Llais 

Cyfle area 

524 
Documents viewed 

from Council 
 

Students have been extremely engaged in the process of student voice since the last 

election. With 23,451 page requests to the Llais Cyfle area of Dashboard and 524 

documents viewed by students, the impact of students using the dedicated area is high. 

306 suggestions have been submitted over the year and there has been 10,906 individual 

votes on these suggestions by all members of the school community. 

Awaiting Vote on Ideas 

Water fountains near PE/Changing Rooms 

More cross-campus visits 

Somewhere quiet to read or quietly chat in 

Social areas for all years 

Awards show where you vote online, event for whole school to get involved 

More cross campus interactions. 

Be able to have a say in assembly topics to highlight things we think are significant. 

Have a list of trips you have signed up for. 

To have the ability to comment a suggestion, as a way to give ideas on how they could 

improve the idea. 

Trip attendance information on Dashboard. 

Cyfle Coins rankings to encourage competition. 

Students should be awarded Cyfle Coins if their suggestion is completed. 

Be able to give Cyfle Coins to other people (with restrictions). 

Have more gluten free food in the school. 

Give people Cyfle Coins for their birthday. 

Be able to see your NTUs on Dashboard. 

Send people birthday messages via Dashboard. 

 

Completed Ideas 

Have a path going across the field from Maldwyn 

Design more banners for Dashboard 

Have exam timetable on Dashboard 

Open the gate in the morning. 

Have a bank for Cyfle Coins so you can put some back for the rewards day activities. 

Be able to view how many Cyfle Coins individuals have. 

To be able to view your detentions on Dashboard. 
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All survey data taken since the last election 

There have been various surveys taken since the last election. The most recent ones are 

below. 

Internet Access at Home 

 

Do you still use your school planner? 

 

 

 

 

Internet access at home

Yes No
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Reporting against the Post Inspection Action Plan 

In accordance with Section 16(2) of the Suggestion and Involvement Measure 2016, below 

is an assessment against the PIAP published in relation to the School Council. 

What are we doing? Impact on PIR? 
Impact on 
students? 

Completed? 

Llais Cyfle 
Constitution. 

Addresses the question 
regarding "Few pupils 
make beneficial 
contributions to aspects 
of decision-making" and 
"a minority of pupils are 
unsure about the impact 
of the school council." 

All students know 
the procedures and 
rules when it comes 
to Llais Cyfle and 
how they relay their 
message to the 
school. 

Yes - the 
Constitution 
was signed 
and brought 
into effect in 
September 
2015 

Online student 
engagement and 
involvement tools. 

Addresses the question 
regarding "Few pupils 
make beneficial 
contributions to aspects 
of decision-making". 

We have gathered 
helpful and insightful 
progress into where 
students want Llais 
Cyfle to focus upon. 
The School Council 
knows where to 
focus its efforts on. 

Yes – we 
have received 
over 500 
agreements 
spread across 
20 
suggestions 
since Feb 
2016. 

Surveys taken before 
and after issues have 
been discussed. 

Addresses the question 
regarding "Few pupils 
make beneficial 
contributions to aspects 
of decision-making". 

Students are giving 
their opinion on if the 
Llais Cyfle has done 
a good job 

Yes – two 
surveys were 
taken one in 
October 2015 
and one in 
Feb 2016 and 
the graph is 
shown below. 

Review the Teaching 
and Learning Policy. 

Addresses the question 
regarding "but they 
have not had enough 
input to the 
development of 
teaching and learning" 

Involve students in 
the Teaching and 
Learning Policy 

Yes – a 
review 
undertaken by 
members. 

Introduce a new area 
of Dashboard which 
contains all minutes, 
agendas, attendance, 
voting records and 
feedback. It also 
contains who is in Llais 
Cyfle, the Student 

Addresses the question 
regarding “The school 
council does not 
communicate effectively 
enough with other 
pupils” 

Students are 
regularly now kept 
up to date with the 
affairs of Llais Cyfle. 

Yes – the 
Llais Cyfle 
area of 
Dashboard 
receives 
regularly 400 
views per 
week and 
82% of people 
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Council and other 
nominated members. 

in a recent 
survey says it 
helps better 
inform them. 

Create a promotional 
video, produced by the 
council, about the work 
they are undertaking 
over the next 12 
months which will be 
focused from the 
students prospective. 

Addresses the question 
regarding “The school 
council does not 
communicate effectively 
enough with other 
pupils” 

Students can 
visually see the work 
that the Student 
Council does. 

Planning 
stage – to be 
completed in 
the next term. 

Stickers to stick to 
physical items which 
have been obtained by 
Llais Cyfle and the 
Student Council. 

Addresses the question 
regarding “The school 
council does not 
communicate effectively 
enough with other 
pupils” 

Students can quickly 
see physical items 
that Llais Cyfle has 
obtained for them. 

Stickers to be 
stuck to items 
when they are 
obtained, as 
of yet no 
physical items 
obtained by 
the Council in 
this term. 

Dedicated assemblies 
held by members of 
the Student Council to 
update their peers. 
Termly lunchtime drop 
in sessions held by 
members of the 
Student Council to 
listen to ideas. 

Addresses the question 
regarding “The school 
council does not 
communicate effectively 
enough with other 
pupils” 

Students will have a 
better understanding 
when it is explained 
to them by their 
representatives. 

Planned for in 
the next term 
including the 
stages for 
progression. 
Termly 
lunchtime 
sessions not 
planned for 
due to lack of 
dedicated 
space for 
Council to 
operate. 

Llais Cyfle section in 
the school newsletter 
and outside exposure 
of the council to the 
local press. Official 
school Facebook page 
used to promote 
certain activities and 
topics of the council. 

Addresses the question 
regarding “The school 
council does not 
communicate effectively 
enough with other 
pupils” 

Students and 
parents can read 
about the work the 
School Council are 
under taking 

Yes – the 
Llais Cyfle 
section and 
official notes 
area in The 
Cyfle 
newsletter 
highlight the 
role of Llais 
Cyfle. Yes – 
Facebook 
page used to 
share news 
and events. 



Reporting against the PIR Communication report 

“The school council does not communicate effectively enough with other pupils” Impact 

 
Introduced brand new area of our online platform “Dashboard” dedicated to Llais Cyfle and its role in the 
school community. The area contains all minutes, agendas, attendance, voting records and feedback. It also 
contains who is in Llais Cyfle, the Student Council and other nominated members. This is supported by in-
depth information regarding elections. 
The brand new area of Dashboard receives over 400 views per week and recent surveys indicate that 
students are using this area to keep them better informed. 
 
Create a promotional video, produced by the council, about the work they are undertaking over the next 12 
months which will be focused from the students prospective. 
Planning stage – to be completed in the next term. 
 
 
 
Stickers to stick to physical items which have been obtained by Llais Cyfle and the Student Council. 
Stickers to be stuck to items when they are obtained, as of yet no physical items obtained by the 
Council in this term. 
 
 
 
Dedicated assemblies held by members of the Student Council to update their peers. 
Termly lunchtime drop in sessions held by members of the Student Council to listen to ideas. 
Planned for in the next term including the stages for progression. Termly lunchtime sessions not 
planned for due to lack of dedicated space for Council to operate. 
 
 
Llais Cyfle section in the school newsletter and outside exposure of the council to the local press. 
Official school Facebook page used to promote certain activities and topics of the council. 
Yes – the Llais Cyfle section and official notes area in The Cyfle newsletter highlight the role of Llais 
Cyfle. Yes – Facebook page used to share news and events. 
 
 

 
All students will follow the 
work of Llais Cyfle as they 
represent them and get input 
direct from the Council. 
 
 
 
Students can see visually the 
work the council are doing on 
their behalf which will create 
more understanding. 
 
 
Students will quickly glance in 
the corridors and see physical 
changes that the council have 
obtained for them. 
 
 
Students will have an 
understanding from their 
representatives about the 
work that they have achieved. 
 
 
Students and parents can 
read about the work the 
council are undertaking. 
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Posters and other communication initiatives around the school highlighting the work of the council. 
Yes – posters around the school have helped highlight changes to the Council. 
 
 
 
Elections to the School Council are held each June in accordance with the Schools Council (Wales) 
(Regulations) 2005 and the Llais Cyfle Constitution. 
Yes – the elections in June 2016 were a real success due to the unified polling day and a buzz was 
created around elections which helped to engage students. 
 

Students will be further aware 
of individual projects taken by 
the Council. 
 
 
Notification of elections 
encourages and creates a 
buzz that students do have a 
voice and that they know who 
to turn to when they have an 
idea or suggestion. 
 
 
 

“…a minority of pupils are unsure about the impact of the school council.” Impact 

 
Through the initiatives above, pupils across both campuses will become more involved and informed about 
the school council and the impact it makes on their learning. 
 
The initiatives above have helped to considerably increase the impact of the School Council in this 
term, but more can be done to further increase the communication between the Council and the rest 
of the student body. 
 
We plan to do this by; 

- Using the new Communications and Involvement Officer to provide for a targeting of 
communication to students through Dashboard and other methods. 

- Hold regular assemblies in conjunction with Heads of Year to increase the feedback of issues 
discussed in meetings to the rest of the student body. 

- Further increase the profile of the body by using social media and targeted means.  

 
Students will appreciate the 
work the council do and will 
be educated about the 
positive impact they make on 
the school and its 
environment. 
 

 

 



Priorities for the 2016-2017 term 

What are we doing? Impact on IR? Impact on students? 

Continue to develop the Student Assembly 
where necessary and review legislative 
frameworks to ensure they continue to 
operate in accordance with procedures. 

‘A few pupils 
make beneficial 
contributions to 
aspects of 
decision-
making’ 

Further develops and 
strengthens, where 
needed, students 
opportunity to have a 
say in matters effecting 
them. 

Create a promotional video, produced by the 
council, about the work they are undertaking 
over the next 12 months which will be 
focused from the students prospective. 

‘The school 
council does not 
communicate 
effectively 
enough with 
other pupils’ 

Students can visually 
see the work that the 
Student Assembly 
does. 

Stickers to stick to physical items which have 
been obtained by Llais Cyfle and the Student 
Council. 

‘The school 
council does not 
communicate 
effectively 
enough with 
other pupils’ 

Students can quickly 
see physical items that 
the Student Assembly 
has obtained for them. 

Dedicated assemblies held by members of 
the Student Assembly to update their peers. 
Termly lunchtime drop in sessions held by 
members of the Student Assembly to listen to 
ideas. 

‘The school 
council does not 
communicate 
effectively 
enough with 
other pupils’ 

Students will have a 
better understanding 
when it is explained to 
them by their 
representatives. 

Establish a communications plan and 
implement it with the Communications and 
Involvement Officer and Cabinet of the 
Assembly, focusing on the feedback of issues 
discussed and allowing for time to feedback 
properly. 

‘The school 
council does not 
communicate 
effectively 
enough with 
other pupils’ 

Students will have a 
better understanding of 
the issues that the 
Student Assembly are 
discussing on their 
behalf. 

Explore and review plans for the referendum 
on levy powers as set out in the Assembly 
and Governance Measure 2016. 

‘A few pupils 
make beneficial 
contributions to 
aspects of 
decision-
making’ 

The Student Assembly 
can only receive levy 
powers after approval 
in a referendum. 

Continue to review the priorities for 2016-
2017 and adjust as necessary. 

  

 


